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2 PETER I. 5. 


And beſides this, giving all Diligence, 
add to your Faith Virtue, and 10 
Virtue Knowledge. 


VERY ſerious Profeſſor of Chriſ- 
( fianity will naturally endeavour to 
; | make himſelf well-acquainted with 
thoſe Oracles of Truth, by which 
he is to regulate his whole Conduct; and from 
a little Attention to the Tenor of Holy Writ 
he will eaſily diſcover, that every Thing con- 
tained therein hath a practical, moral Ten- 
dency, and that it is the Foundation of Hap- 
pineſs in another State: hence he will regu- 
larly apply thoſe Means, which Gop hath put 
in his Power, to the Attainment of that Hap- 
pineſs. 

Now there are ſeveral Ways, by which even 
with theſe ſacred Records before him he may 
be miſled, and fail of the promiſed Reward : 
he may be ſeduced, by miſapprehending ſome 
Paſſages with Regard to the Efficacy of Faith, 
to imagine, that the whole of Chriſtianity is 
contained merely in giving his Aſſent to ſome 
ſpeculative Truths, and fo he may loſe him- 
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ſelf e ernally, notwithſtanding the paſſionate 
lere tha he thinks he has for Gop. He 


may on the other Hand fancy, that it is of 
little Importance to him to have right No- 
tions of Gop, or to render to him that Wor- 
ſhip, which is evidently his Due, and may 
therefore content himſelf with the Exerciſe of 
certain Duties, that ſeem regularly to be ex- 
ed from him in his particular Station or 
Calling; and ſo laying the whole Streſs on 
mere Morality he may expect to obtain the 
Reward as a Matter of Right, as a Conſe- 

uence of his own Merits in one Part of his 
Duty, which being done cannot certainly ex- 
euſe him for leaving the other Part undone. 
Or he may for Want of being throughly 
grounded in the Fundamentals of Chriſtiani- 
ty, and by being ignorant of the Motives, the 
Obligations, the Supports and Encourage- 
ments of every Chriſtian Doctrine conceive 
Opinions, and plan out for himſelf ſuch a 
Courſe of Action as is not conſiſtent with 
Reaſon, or the Precepts of the Gofpel ; and fo 
run into ſuch Follies and Abſurdities, as may 
deceive others as well as himſelf, and perhaps 
be anſwerable not only for his own per/onal 
Guilt, but for all the Conſequences of Bigo- 
try and Enthuſiaſm. Theſe are Hazards, that 
Men may run ; whereas they ſhould uſe their 
utmoſt Endeavours, that their Faith and Know- 
ledge go Hand in Hand, and be expreſt in 
correſponding Acts of Virtue. This Union 
the Apoſtle Fath in the Words of my Text 

| expreſſy 
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expreſly aſſerted to be neceſſary to make the 
Man of Gop perfect and entire, and hath pla- 
ced Faith, Virtue and Knowledge at the Head 
of all thoſe Duties that are required as a pro- 
per Return to Almighty Gop, for the ineſti- 
mable Benefits of Life and Glory, Redemp- 
tion and Pardon. 

However, ſince it is frequently found in this 
corrupt State, that there are Eyes that ſee not, 
and Ears that hear not; and ſince it is con- 
feſſedly the Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion 
to regulate our Faith, animate our Virtue, and 
inform our Knowledge, it becomes our Duty 
more particularly to ſtudy thoſe Principles, 
whereby we may make Men rightly under- 
ſtand the Benefits and Promiſes of the New 
Covenant, and the Foundation upon which 
they ſtand and are ſecured to us. Every Ar- 
ticle hence becomes the Subject of Trial, 
Proof and Examination, and 1s there pro- 
pounded to the Uſe of Ediſing: let but our 
Enquiries be carried on with Modeſty, and a 
Love of Truth, not with an Heart difooſed to 
cavil, or filled with idle Curioſity, * we ſhall 
not walk in Darkneſs, having the Light of. 
Life.” — We are born to #now Gon, to be- 
lieve in him, and to pleaſe him; and Gop has 
to this End by his revealed Will given us all 
thoſe Lights and Aſſiſtances which are neceſ- 
fary for us, and which we are capable of re- 
ceiving: he acquaints us with our Duty in a 
Method addreſſed to our Underſtandings, and 


ſpeaks to weak Men in the plaineſt Language. 
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He then, who ſincerely reveres the Autho- 
rity of Gop in the Laws which he has eſta- 
bliſhed, will at once diſcover the inſeparable 
Connexion between all the Duties that he has 
commanded, ſo that if one Link be loſt, the 
whole Chain is broken. He will fee, that 
without Faith it is impoſſible to live a Life 
of Virtue, and that without Virtue it is im- 
poſſible to ſhew forth his Faith; nay, that 
even theſe, which are the Foundation and 
Baſis of every Thing truly good, will be vain, 
or preſumptive, if they be not directed by 
Knowledge or Prudence. It may be worth 
while therefore to conſider the mutual De- 


pendance, which theſe three Articles taken in 


the general Senſe have on each other, and then 


proceed to examine the Principles of thoſe, 


who endeavour to ſeparate them. | 

It is not my Intention to enter into any 
nice Diſquiſitions on theſe three Points, or to 
ſhew mimnutely what is the preciſe Nature of 
each; it is enough to ſay, that by Faith 1 
mean a rational Aſſent of the Mind to any 
Truth, which is ſupported by proper Evidence; 
and this muſt of Neceſſity require Knowledge 
of ſome Kind for its Baſis, for without it 
there can be no rational Aﬀent, no Poſſibility 
of judging of the Force of the Evidence, 


which ſupports the Truth. But, as we are 


now ſpeaking of Faith in religious Matters, it 
is evident that it muſt be, if it be perfect, pro- 
ductive of good Works, or, which is the ſame, 
of Virtue, To believe on the beſt W 

| that 
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that Gop is holy, juſt and pure, that he hath 
given us a perfect Law for our Guide; and at 
the ſame Time ta affect to think, that this very 
Act of believing will diſpenſe with our ob- 
ſerving the main End of his Law, viz. that 
of living ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this 
preſent World ( all which is included in the 
Notion of Virtue) is ſuch an Abſurdity that 
one would ſcarce have believed, if fad Expe- 
rience had not convinced ns, that it could 
have been ſeriouſly maintained. — Here then 
manifeſtly appears the Connection between 
Faith, Virtue and Knowledge, in that Faith 
without Virtue is Mockery, without Know- 
ledge is Superſtition. For the Proof of this 
we may appeal to Fact. The Church of Roms 
has put an effectual Stop to true Faith as well 
as to true Morality by locking up the Scrip- 
tures, the Fountain of Knowledge from its 
Diſciples and Converts ; by keeping them in 
Ignorance ſhe has perhaps increaſed the Num- 
ber of blind Adherents to her Ceremonies 
and Sacraments, but has not built up the 
true Houſhold of Faith. For the Word of 
GoD is put into the Hands of the People in 
the ſame Manner as the Cox an with the 
Diſciples of ManomerT, with a ſtrict Injunc- 
tion not to pry too deep into the Truth of it, 
or be curious to underſtand its Doctrines, its 
internal, or its external Evidence. Blind Lead- 
ers of the blind, they have ſometimes been 
carried to the abſurd Reſolution of be/teving a 
Thing, merely becauſe it is impoffible. — If we 

conſider, 


4 
conſider, that Men, or their Works art never 
valuable but as they are directed by the Un- 
derſtanding, without which their Actions are 
not properly human; and in a Chriſtian Senſe 
they are not valuable, but as they proceed 
from Faith, it ſhould ſeem to follow, that 
ignorance can never render Faith, or any 
other Thing meritorious; on the contrary it 
is abſurd, and, what is worſe, corrupt; and 
when Faith is corrupt, the Morality which 
flows from it can never be pure; for * a 
corrupt Tree cannot bring forth good Fruit.“ 
Faith Gon with Virtue, and grounded on Know- 
ledge is the Beauty of Holineſs, and the Per- 
fection of Reaſon. For Knowledge, by which 
I mean at preſent the Exerciſe of human Wiſ- 
dom, ſhews us what we are to aſſent unto, 
and upon what Grounds; nay it enables us to 
prove the Grounds; for otherwiſe Faith 
would be worth Nothing, 'twould be Folly. 
Not that every Article of Faith is an Object 
of Knowledge ; if it were, all might ſeem hu- 
man Invention: as it is, it is rather the Per- 


fection of Knowledge, whereby we enquire 


into the Nature of thoſe Truths, that are ſub- 
lime and heavenly. If then Men are to give 
themſelves up in blind Obedience to their Pa- 
ſtors, and to the pretended Infallibility of a 
ſpiritual. Guide, they may indeed ſerve Gop, 
but it is only in Subordination to the Service 
of Men, and they may have in ſome Senſe the 
Milk of the Word, but they will never grow 


a Matt. 7. 18. 
thereby. 


He 

thereby. Unavoidable Ignorance on the one 
Hand, and Preſumption and Pride on the 
other make ſome of the Romaniſts want the 
Means of knowing what they ought to do, 
and others the Wills to do that, which they 
know. ' For every the plaineſt Duty may be 
miſtaken, miſrepreſented or neglected, where 
the Key of Knowledge is withheld. And we 
are not therefore ſo much to wonder at the 
Conſequences of Bigotry among ſuch, or at 
the Perſecution and Extirpation of thoſe whom 
they call Heretics, when they are not permit- 
ted to judge what Things are lawful for them, 
and what Things are expedient. For it is an 
obvious Remark founded on Experience, that 
Ignorance is ever moſt violent and tenacious 
of Error, and Zeal without Knowledge is eve 
furious | 

It is much the fame with Regard to Virtue, 
when independent of, and unconnected with 
thoſe other Articles; for Virtue may, or ra- 
ther mut be erroneous, unleſs moderated by. 
Knowledge : and if by Virtue we mean an In- 
tention and firm Reſolution to practiſe all the 
Duties, that are agreeable to the Will of Gop, 
in whatſoever Manner it is made known to 
us, this will neceſſarily imply a Fart! in Gop 
and his Promiſes ; and will be found the moſt 

werful Principle to enforce and to form 
ſuch good Intentions and Reſolutions into ſo- 
lid and permanent Habits of Virtue. In Fact 
the Way to come unto Gop, and to be ſaved 
by him is ordain'd and pointed out by _= 
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ſelf; and we muſt therefore be rooted and 
grounged properly to bring forth Fruit ; other- 
wile our Obedience, as not proceeding from a 
rightly informed Heart, will not be acceptable 
to Gop; for we have ſufficient Information 
from Scripture, that tho' we may do _ 

good Works, yet if the Principle, from whic 
they flow, be not right, all our Goodneſs be- 
comes as thy Rags.” And if Knowledge does 
not direct and ſupport our Yirtue, the Vio- 
lence of carnal Luſts will abuſe and diſturb, 
allure and depreſs the Mind: For “a where 
the Under/tanaing is darkned, Men are alienated 
from the Life of Gop, and walk in the Vanity 
of their Minds.” The Grace of Gop is given 
unto us, that we ſhould apply all our Care to 
cooperate with it, that we may be made Par- 
takers of the divine Nature.” — It being then 
eaſily granted, that Faith is vain, if it does 
not ſubject the Heart entirely to the Word of 
God, to his Precepts, Threats and Prohibi- 
tions; it will as eafily be admitted that Vir- 
tue fetches its only ſupport from Faith, which 
is its inyigorating Principle, and gives it 
Life, and makes it branch forth into all thoſe 
Graces, ** * with which we ſhall not be without 
Fruit in the Knowledge of our Lord xsus 
CHRIST.” For as he has been given to us as an 
Example of Virtue in all Things, and it is 
of Bit Fullneſs that we receive Grace; — and 
« *GoD bis good Pleaſure worketh in us both 
to will and to do,” we muſt neceſſarily be con- 
a Eph, 4.18. b 2Pet.1,8. c John 1. 16. d Phil. 2. 13. 
"= | form'd 
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form'd to the Image of CHRISH, and ſubject 
all our Actions to him only, who points out 
to us the Way of Virtue. | 

If in like Manner we confider Knowledge 
as ſeparated from Virtue and Faith, tis of a 
far different Nature from that, which is the 
Study of a wiſe Man, and of a Chriſtian; and 
any Thing ſhort of this is beneath the Con- 
ſideration of him, who is to live in another 
World, as well as this, who hopes one Day 
to be acquainted with * ® the Length and 
Breadth, and Depth and Height of the Love 
of Gop.” —It becomes an hard Saying to the 
Wiſe Man of this World, to tell him, that 
all his Knowledge in divine Matters proceeds 
from Gon alone, and the Operations of his 
Holy Spirit ; that the Confeſſion of his own 
Ignorance is the fit Step to attain this Know- 
ledge, and that the Word of Gop is the only 
Fountain of it; that all his Obſervations and 
Experience are not ſelf- acquired, that the 
cleareſt and moſt diſtin Notions of Truth 
N pt by him are exceedingly obſcure, 
if they cannot teach him, what it 1s of moſt 
Importance to him to know; and are exceed- 
ly deceitful, it they be not reſolved into the 
Spirit of Truth. IP 

Yet it is to be conſidered, that tho Knows- 
ledge in ſome Senſe is ſubordinate to Farth, 
becauſe Faith improves our Knowledge by the 
Diſcoveries it has made, and the Aſſiſtan- 
ces it has afforded us, yet Faitb is indebted to 


a Eph, 3.18. 
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Knowledge for its Reſearches after Truth, for 

explaining its Doctrines and Uſes, and for the 

noble Diſquiſitions formed upon rational Prin- 

ciples and Deductions. — It may be- obſerved 

further, that the divine Blefling and Promiſes 

of 'an extraordinary Illumination are upon 

thoſe, whoſe Faith and Virtues are moſt con- 

fpicuous. © a1 any Man will do his Will, he ſhall 

know of the Doctrine, whether it be GOD; 

-— and the Holy Pſalmiſt was b wr/er than the 

aged, becauſe he kept the Commandments of 

Gop.”—But that Knowledge, which ſets itſelf 

againſt the Wiſdom of Gop, and is applied 

only to ſerve our Luſts, and is the Inſtrument 

| of Injuſtice, or Wickedneſs, is nothing leſs 

| than the Artillery of Sar Ax, tis that, which 

is condemned by the Apoſtle, -as © © earthly, 

| fenſual, devilifſh.” We have ſeen this exem- 

plified in thoſe conceited Wits, who have 

thereby © turned the Grace of Gop into Laſci- 

| viouſneſs, and have denied the only LoRD Gop, 

und our SaviourJEsUs CHRIST.“ So again, if it 

| becomes Matter of Glorying and Confidence, 

| and is not conſiſtent with Innocence and Sin- 

| cerity, if it eſtranges Men from the Practiſe 

[ of Virtue, and the Love of Gop, it thereby 

becomes a Peſt to Society, and betrays Men 

into more Evils, and fatal Dangers, than even 
1 Ignorance, or actual Folly itſeiif. 

| Thus far then we ſee the mutual Depen- 

| dance, that theſe three Articles have upon 

1 each other. It may be added, that when Faith 

a Joh. 7.17. b Pl. 119, 100. e Jam. 3.15, 

| is 
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is built upon ſure and unconteſted Principles, 
it approaches towards Knowledge or Viſion; 
and where Virtue is added to both, it begets 
in us a Nobleneſs and Freedom of Soul never 
to be ſhaken : for one acquaints us with the 
Nature of that Happineſs, which another con- 
rms, and the third urges us on to: hence we 
baniſh that Slaviſhneſs and Fear, which are 
apt to ariſe in the Minds of thoſe, who do 
not converſe with the Goodneſs of Gop ; for it 
brings as little Honour to Gop, as it does Be- 
nefit to ourſelves to make the Contemplation 
of the Deity, which ſhould always be ſerene 
and lovely, ſerve only to fill us with Horror 
and Aſtoniſhment : — theſe are the Effects of 
an ealy Credulity, of Sin, and of Folly. —For 
if Men are inſtructed aright, they will believe 
as Gop has commanded, and live according 
to his Will; their Apprehenſions of divine 
Judgments will not fill them fo much with 
Fear and Trembling, as to prevent their work- 
ing out their own Salvation ; and their Devo- 
tions will not be uncouth, formal Praiſes, cold, 
and hfeleſs Addreſſes to the Throne of Grace; 
a Spirit of Bondage will not imbitter their 
Hopes, or disjoin the Truth from the Good- 
neſs of Gop. 
From theſe Conſiderations the Enemies of 
the Church of CHRIST will appear in three 
different Lights ; all of whom either miſinter- 
pret or corrupt its Doctrines and Precepts, 
and conſequently ruin the Life and Deſign of 
that Religion, into. which they have been 
B 2 baptized, 
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baptized. As far as concerns our preſent Sub- 
ject, they may be ranged under three Heads. 


If. Such as exclude moral Duties from their 
Syſtem of Religion. 


ag. Such as think, that Virtue alone may 
ſubſiſt without the leaſt Foundation on 
Faith or Religion. 


30). Thoſe who reje the Aſſiſtance of Rea- 
fon, or the Advancement of Knowledge in 
the Work of Religion. 


It may be worth while to beftow a few 
Remarks on theſe ſeverally, and they will lead 
me to a Concluſion applicable to ourſelves. 

With Regard to the firſt; The Religion of 
"thoſe, who would encourage Faith without 
Virtue, is in Effect no Religion at all, nay, it 
will be found to be directly contrary to 4/0 
Religion. Tis true, our beſt Deeds proceed 
originally from Gop, and are not the entire 
Effect of any internal Principle of our own, 
and conſequently have no real Merit. What 
then ? ſhall they become the moſt meritori- 
ous, who are moſt ſtrong in mere Belief ? 
and ſhall it not be Matter of Enquiry at the 
laſt Day, how we have rendered ourſelves 
obedient to the moral Precepts of the Goſpel 
of Cyr1sT, but merely how firm our Perſua- 
font have been, how mzrghty our Confidence and 

Preſumption ? Terms and Conditions theſe ! 
admirably calculated to give the Title of 
f Saints 
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Saints to Sinners, and to make the Blood of 
the Covenant an unholy Thing ! The main 
End of Religion is to make us happy both in 
this Life and in the next; certain Duties are 
pointed out to us, and certain Doctrines in- 
culcated, as the neceſſary Means to attain this 
End: ſhall we then abſurdly hope to arrive at 
the End without the Means? and ſhall we 
tell Gop, that he muſt ' pardon the Sins of 
Men upon other Terms, than thoſe, which he 
has declared ? — Very excellent Things are 
ſpoken in Scripture of Faith; and fo there 
are of good Works: ſhall we ſuppoſe then, 
that the whole Tenor of Holy Writ is incon- 
ſiſtent with itſelf, and that it preſcribes one 
Thing at one Time as abſolutely neceſſary to 
Salvation, and a far different Thing at ano- 
ther to the utter Excluſion of the firſt? ſhall 
it at different Times ſet aſide the Precepts of 
Morality, and the Doctrines of Revelation? 
which muſt be the Caſe; whenever Faith and 
Virtue are ſet up in Oppoſition to each other? 
in one Inſtance the Wi/dom of Gop is ſet at 
nought, in the other his greateſt Act of Mer- 
cy in the Redemption by CHRIST is diſho- 
noured and deſpiſed. - 

But if it be not the Buſineſs of Faith to 
enforce moral Duties; ſuch as Juſtice, Tem- 
perance, Charity, and the like, the very End 
of Religion is taken away, and Men. might 
perhaps bring themſelves to think, that CHRIS 
has open'd Heaven to all Men indiſcriminate- 


ly; at leaſt, they would expect to go there 
5 with 
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with the Weight of all their Sins upon them. 
Let me only recall to your Minds the impi- 
ous Tenets of this Kind maintained and pro- 
pagated in the laſt Century, that led the Way 
to the Sacrifice of the Royal Martyr ; there 
was then profeſſedly no Regard had to Virtue, 
or the moſt common ſocial Duties ; hence 
Men became deteſtable Members of Society, 
and every Thing was thrown into Anarchy 
and Confuſion ; for out of pretended Regard 
to JesUs CHRIST they violated all his Laws, 
and made the Word of Gop of none Effect.“ 
An excellent Plan of Religion this! that ſhall 
teach us to invade each others Property, to 
trample under Foot every ſacred Thing, and 
to imbrue our Hands in the Blood of the 
LoxD's anointed! Thus it is, that with an 
imaginary inward Principle without one Act 
of Grace as the Fruits of it Men may be ſunk 
into the deepeſt Abyſs of Wickedneſs, and 
even ſay, that they are doing Gop Service,” 
when they are moſt abominable. Somewhat 
however like this there' is in Enthuſiaſm, as 
it is more or leſs prevalent ; Men act upon a 
Notion of Faith without good Works, and 
pretend to, I know not what, inward Feel- 
ings of the Operations of Gop's Spirit as a 
Juſtification of their Extravagancies and Enor- 
mities. Whereas, when Faith it in us of a 
Truth, it prompts and incites, and carries us 
on towards Gop, to a Communion with him, 
and Obedience to all his righteous Laws. 


Would 
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Would to Gop, that there was not Cauſe, 
from the unhappy Diviſions in our Church to 
remind certain Men mow among us, who are 
loud in the Al/-ſufficiency of Faith, and whoſe 
Doctrines have already been ſubverſive of ſe- 
veral relative Duties, that Faith is only a 
Means to lay Hold on the Satisfaction of 
CuHRIsT, that it has a ſpecial Reſpe&t and 
Relation to every Article of Promiſe, that it 
is in Effect a Covenant, and tis upon certain 
Conditions, that Gop enters into this Cove- 
nant with us; and that theſe Conditions we 
muſt apprehend, and know, and keep, or elſe 
we covenant to we know not what, or are 
guilty of Mockery with Gop. For fince by 
Faith we are directed to look to Something, 
which has a Subſiſtence elſewhere, and to de- 
pend upon the Promiſes made to us, for the 
Performance of which we have the Word of 
him who cannot lie, this Evidence, or this 
Aſſurance cannot of itſe be ſufficient to make 
us taſte of his Goodneſs, or ſhare in his Re- 
wards : 'tis certain, that by the Manifeſtation 
of himſelf to his Creatures he intends ſome- 
thing more, than the making us acquainted 
with his Power, or his Wiſdom ; he wills, 
that it ſhould influence our Conduct, and that 
we ſhould imitate the Faith of the Patriarchs, 
which enabled them to“ embrace the Pro- 
miſes, tho they were afar off.” The barren Tree 
is by our Saviour's Direction to be cut down, 
as well as the evi Tree, if it bears no Fruit, 
as well as if it bears corrupt Fruit. It ſhould 

be 
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our Duty therefore to add to our Faith Virtue, 


and to make them, (where the Glory of the 
Goſpel ſhines, as it does in this Country, un- 


der the Meridian of Light and Truth,) al- 


ways to go Hand in Hand; and not to /et up, 


or connive at Factions in the Church, as if 


CHRIST was divided; while “nec zs of Paur, 
another of APOLLos, another of CEPHAs, and 
all appear to have much Faith, tho' they have 
litile Virtue, and (in many Inſtances I might 
add) 4% Knowledge : it ſhould be our Duty, 
I fay, who /end forth Labourers into the Har- 
veſt, to guard againſt every Miſapplication of 
Scripture, and Corruption of the Word of 
Gop, and to diſcourage (at leaſt among our- 


ſelves} every arrogant or vain Teacher, that 


ſhall ſeduce the Flock of Cur1sT, and ſet up 
a viſionary Syſtem of his own independent of 
every rational Ground of Faith, that becomes 
us as Men profeſſing Chriſtianity ; and who 
perhaps may have Need, that /ome one inſtruci 
him, what are the firſt Principles of the Doc- 
trine of CHRIST. | 

I proceed now 2dly, to make ſome Obſer 
vations on the Opinions of thoſe, who think, 
that Virtue alone may ſubſiſt without the leaſt 
Foundation on Faith or Religion. 

And did Virtue ever in Fact do this? has 
there -not rather been found ſo great an Un- 
certainty in every different Opinion that has 
been laid down, and wherein each hath been 


alike poſitive in aſſerting the Propriety of his 


own, that every Man would ſtill be left to 


torm 
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form to himſelf a new one upon the Ruins of 
the laſt? each Syſtem has been overthrown 
almoſt as ſoon as it appear'd, and has made 
Way for the next, which continues likewiſe 
only till another takes Place. How, for In- 
ſtance, has the Doctrine about the moral Fi- 
neſs of Things ſucceeded ? Would poſitive hu- 
man, or -even divine Laws deter the Villain 
from the Perpetration of Wickedneſs, were 
they not attended with penal Sanctions, that 
_. ſhould controul rebellious Paſſions, and curb 
the evil Inſtigations of Nature? And if theſe 
were inſufficient, what could be hoped from 
all the Pride of Reaſon engaged in abſtract 
Deductions in the (Cloſet ? what could it a- 
vail againſt actual Habits, or obſtinate Igno- 
rance? or how would the Generality of Man- 
kind be able to form Diſquiſitions of this Sort 


at the Inſtant of Sinning? beſides, that there 


would be no real Oëgation to Virtue, no 
Enforcement to it, where there is 20 Fear of 


Soy to operate. — The fame will hold good 


againſt afl the Parade of Reaſon about Truth, 
the Rule of Right, Order and Harmony; let 
the Force of each of theſe be weighed /ingly, 
or all of them together, they will be but weak 
Supports in the * of Temptation, Afflic- 
tion and Adverſity: the utmoſt they can do, 
is to ſhew the Amableneſs of Virtue; — and 
what then? Religion does the ſame in a much 
greater Degree, nay, in a very ſublime Senſe 
indeed. Let the Man of Reaſon be virtuous 
upon Kam the Chriſtian is ſo, becauſe the 

C Grace 
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Grace of Gop aſſiſts him, and the Joys of 
Heaven are before him; the one plans out a 
Rule of Life of bit owx, whereas Gop does it 
for the pther. | 
But further. Has the innate Beauty of Vir- 
tue ever operated fo ſtrongly: on its Votaries, 
as to make them compleatly good? And if it 
were poſſible. to find a Few Inſtances, how 
would this ſerve the Purpoſe ? Is the Exer- 
eiſe of Virtue to be only partial? is not the 
Obligation thereof general? If any Syſtem 
ſtops ſhort" of this, it may juſtly be explod- 
ed. Beſides, Man has Paſſion intermixed with 
Reaſon: ; the former muſt; be addreſſed to as 
well as the latter; for tho'-Reaſon was given 
us to controul the Paſſions, it cannot of itſelf 
do it; Faith muſt come in with its Aſſiſt- 
ance, attended with all its glorious Retinue. 
And to act from the ſuppoſed Beauty of Vir- 
tue is beginning at the wrong End, becauſe 
Actions can only be denominated beautiful and 
vertuwous from their Ends and Conſequences. 
Whereas, do but tell the Bulk of Mankind, 
that. the Dutics required are enforced by the 
Law of Gop, and it will have its proper Ef- 
fect, but not elſe. —If then among the moſt 
learned gf the Hypotheſes, which have been 
advanced, it is ſtill difficult to aſcertain the 
true Notion of Virtue, we muſt ſeek for fome 
otber Foundation, that is real and perpetual ; 
and this can be only the Vill of Gon, which 

is immutable; for Vittue, properiy ſ called, can 
only be meaſured by its Conformity . 
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Law; and after all the entertaining Diſcuſ- 
ſions concerning Beauty and Fitneſs it will be 
difficult to find any other Law, than that of 
the divine Will. To love Virtue purely for its 
own Sake, is to love a Phantom, to love it for 
Gop's Sake is to make ie Will the only Cri- 
terion of it. There may indeed be ſomewhat 
plauſible in thoſe, whoſe Yirtue is not found» 
ed on Faith, as there may be in the Hypo- 
crite and Enthuſiaſt ; with Regard to the for- 
mer it is but the Maſe and YVizard of Virtue, 
for diſſembled Sanctity is nothing leſs than 
double Iniquity ; and as to the latter tis Seh- 
Deception at beſt, tho' in its Conſequences 

ſomething wor /e. | 
Now, if we ſuppoſe, that there may ſubſiſt 
the Man of Virtue without any Religion at all, 
as has been confidently maintain'd by a late 
noble Writer; not to mention the Duties 
which flow from a Dependance on the Su- 
preme Being, which would make him, if in 
any Senſe at all, virtuous, I would only aſk, 
what is to be hoped from a Syſtem as change- 
able as the Tempers of Men, and their 4f- 
fectians, whether eh or publick; or what 
Foundation for Happineſs, (which is acknow- 
ledged to be the Buſineſs of Yirtue) if the 
Nature and Eſſence of it is to be reſolved in- 
to Powers merely con/tztutional or mechanical; 
ſo that it ſhall be entirely owing to the pecu- 
liar Frame and Temperature of the Heart of 
every Man, whether the Avenues to Zh:s or 

a See Lord Shaft sbury's Enquiry concerning V irtue. . 
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that Virtue be open or forecloſed ? What is to 
become of all human Laws, which have their 
only Foundation in divine? are they to be 
ſubject to the philoſophical Diſcuſſions of mo- 
ral Senſe, or the vague Impulſes of each Man's 
warm Imagination? Are the Drcox uu & 
HoxxsruM to be meaſured by no Standard at 
all? ſo that a Man may practiſe the ſocial 
Duties, as conſiſtent with his Honour, or his 
Character, or as bringing him certain : 

ral Advantages, and may acquit himſelf well 
in every relative Duty, without acknowledg- 
ing one grand Source from which theſe Du- 
ties may flow: as well may he maintain, that 
he can uſe certain Forms of Speech, and have 
a regular Interpretation annexed to them, with- 


out any Standard from all the Characters of 


Language. Upon the whole, Virtue without 
Religion is ſcarce any Thing more than Idea, 
tis narrom, variable and /elfiſh : and if we al- 


low, that it may be productive of ome Good 
to private Perſons, or to the Community, yet 


Religion extends itſelf to every Perſon, in eve- 
ry Station, and is wanting in Nothing that 
may contribute much more forcibly to the Ex- 
erciſe of every moral Duty. And if we con- 
ſider, what Influence ſuch a Kind of indepen- 
dent Morality will have upon the Vulgar, the 
Bulk of Mankind, to whom it. is offered, 
(tho' ſo many Ages after they have been bleſt 
with the Doctrines of Chriſtianity) Faith will 
> xp to them little more than an holy Von. 

er, a ſpiritual Charm, and all the glorious 


Hopes 


214 


Hopes of the Goſpel ſcarce any Tha elſe, 
than an amuſing Subject of Contemplation? 
Twere ſtrange, that any one ſhould take ſo 
much Pains to cheat us of our Hopes of Fu- 
turity, the earneſt Expectation of the Crea- 
ture,” and leave human Nature (when tt is of 
moſt Importance to conſult for its Happineſs) 
in the Grave I mean, where it muſt be con- 
ſigned to everlaſting Oblivion. It is not for 
us to determine, what will be the Fate of 
thoſe, who thus pull down the principal Bar- 
rier of Virtue : * they ſhould pray Gop, if 
perhaps the Thougbts of their Hearts be for- 
given them :” and they ſhould reflect, that it 
has been ſaid by the Spirit of Gop, „b zhat 
if any Man has not the Spirit of ChRIST, he 
is none of his.” | 

As to thoſe zdly, who reje& the Aſſiſtance 
of Reaſon, or the Advancement of Knowledge 
in the Work of Religion, whether they affect 
to know every Thing intuitively, till at laſt 
they find, that they know Nothing, or whe- 
ther they will not be at the Pains to ſearch 
Things to the Bottom, that they may be able 
to give an Anſwer to every one that aſteth 
them a Reaſon of the Hope that is in them, 
their Religion muſt be ſenſeleſs, and them- 
ſelves ridiculous. What ? becauſe in this State 
of Imperfection we Eno. only in Part, ſhall 
we therefore determine not to know any Thing 
at all, forgetting that he Path of' the juft 
3s as the ſhining Light, ſhining more and more 

2 Acts 8. 22. b Rom. 8. 9. o Prov. 4. 18. 
unto 
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[ 22 ] 
unto the perfect Day? We read, that at the 
very firſt * Preaching of Cukis r and his Re- 


ſurrection and eternal Fudgment the Stoics 


and Epicureans received and called it Bab. 
bling ; but theſe Pretenders to Religion would 
in Ecker make it ſo by leaving Reaſon out on 
the one Side, and Virtue on the other. Chriſ- 
tianity finds us Men; it does not alter our 
Nature and Conſtitution, ſave that it finds us 
mortal, but makes us immortal; it does not 
take from us the Uſe of our Faculties, or for- 


bid us the proper Cultivation or Improve- 


ment of them; it rather encourages and com- 
mands us to apply all human Means in Sub- 
ordination to the Grace of Gop, to know the 
Groznds of our Faith, that our Religion may 
be a reaſonable Service; that ** b/ike good Scribe: 
enfirutted unto the Kingdom of Heaven we may 
bring forth out of our Treaſure Things new and 
ad. Gop has not commanded us to aſſent 
to any Thing without underſtanding what it 
is we aſſent to, and by the Bleſſing of his re- 
vealed Will has not taken away the Faculties 
we were before in Poſſeſſion of, but has en- 
larged the Powers thereof. 

+ Reject all Rea/5n, and human Learning, and 
Faith too will be all Non/enſe; for if we have 


all, it is downright Credulity; and there are 
Inſtances enough, by which it may be proved, 
that it has only contributed to mate Abſurdi- 
tfacred. And ſurely we are little indebted 
2 Ach 17.18. b. Matt. 135 5. 

| to 
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to thoſe, who would-extinguiſh Reaſon in Or- 
der to improve the Under/tanding, and think 
to make, Men happy by turning them into 
Brutes ABRAHAM the Father of the faith- 
ſul regſoned within himſelf, when Gop made 
Trial of him in a very extraordinary Manner. 
— Tis true, with all our Knowledge we are 
but * Babes in CHRIST ; and an Apoſtle char- 
ges us b to be Fools, that we may be wiſe.” 
But he is not to be underſtood, as if he here- 
by meant to advance Fally, and undervalue 
human Learning; or as if (as the Devil blaſ- 
phemouſly ſuggeſted to Eve) Gop envied us 
Knowledge; whereas it is only intended to de- 
baſe Pride, to make us 4now our/etves, and 
_ of ourſelves we are not able to know 
m. 828 0. f | f 2 
Take a View of Faitb, as it is found in a 
Monaſtery, , without Knowledge; tis altogether 
uſeleſs to itſelf, and to the World, I had al- 
moſt ſaid, ſinful: inſtead of calling forth thoſe 
Abilities, which lie hid in the Mind, do not 
thoſe who devote themſelves to that Life ra- 
ther indulge a State of religious Indolence ?. nay, 
and if /me of them are engaged in Studies of 
Religion, Virtue and Learning, they ſtill check 
and controul the honeſt Ambition of others to 
get Information, becauſe it is their ſpecial In- 
tereſt to cheriſh Hypocriſy, and Error; with 
Regard to themſelves they might be anfwer- 
able only for the Neglect of their Talents, but 
with Regard to others, they may be the Cauſe 


a 1 Cor, 3. 4. b 1 Cor. 3. 18. 
of 


| 
| 
23 
8 


. — . — 
S — — —— ER 
a > — KS 22 — FO * " — 2 - * 

— SIE - < io 4 © "44 


OT 


„ LS DOR Fg, «ws; 


7 — 3 7 — S- 


ce CW 2 1 i 


— — — — 


"EE IE ES. TEC Az FECT . 
E . r 7 * 3 - * =. =- * 


— * 7G IE 2 12 oz 82 


— = 


— 
- _—_— _ MR. 5 6" 


SET ET. 2 gy” —— 

— = — 2 — > - 
_— 

— — 


— — 2 —- —ꝑ—y„—yb— 
— 


FW] 


of the Loſs of many Souls, that periſh for 
Want of Guides and Inſtructors. Whereas 
were Men made Converts to their Reaſon, 
Judgment would run down like Water, and 
. 1 20 lite a 2 Stream.” — Perhaps 
in ſome Inſtances we have copied their Man- 
ners:—It is high Time for Men of Letters to 
take the Alarm at any apparent Danger of 
neglecting ' mental Improvements, as it is for 
Men of Religion, when Virtue is not admitted 
into the Syſtem. In the former Caſe Men 
have hoped by Inſpiration to become ſuffi- 
ciently wiſe, and in the latter Men have 
planned out for themſelves ſuch a Religion as 
may carry them to Heaven with the /a/? 
Trouble on their own Parts. It is apparently 
abſurd, that they who deſpiſe Knowledge ſhould 
be admitted as /nffrufors of others, and it is 
expreſly order'd, that none ſhould preſume to 
preach, unleſs be be duly ſent. But the Care 
of the Flock of CxrisT has in theſe Days 
even by thoſe who pretend to be of our own 
Communion been committed to Lay-Preat3- 
ers, who receive the Authority (ſuch as it is) 
of their Miſſion from thoſe, who are bound 
by every Obligation of Conſcience to diſcou- 
rage them; — b zheſe are Murmurers, Com- 
plainers, walking after their own Luſts ; theſe 


be they ' that ſeparate themſelves; and their 


Mouth ſpeaketh great fwelling Words, having 

Men's Perſons in Admiration, becauſe of Ad- 

vantage.” Having. no Knowledge they may 
b Jude 16, | 

well 


a Amos 5. 24. 
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well decry and contemn it, and having drawn 
Men off from the Edification of the Church, 
they would ſeem to build np another upon 
Enthufiaſm, Rhapſody and Nonſenſe. We may 
ſurely wonder at, the Ignorance ſhall I fay ? 
or the Confidence of theſe Men, who, (tho' we 
have been bleſt with the Light of the Goſpel 
for above 1700 Years,) affect to make new Diſ- 
coveries in the doctrinal Parts of Chriſtianity, 
which muſt bear Date with Chriſtianity it-- 
ſelf. To God's Mercy we leave them, and to 
the Governors of the Church we ſubmit them. 
To proceed. If Religion were to be only 
Matter of Amuſement and Curiofity, if again 
Reaſon ſhould ceaſe to be Man's Characteriſ- 
tic, when he embraces Chriſtianity, there 
would be no Uſe for ſuch Inſtitutions, as are 
here eſtabliſhed, becauſe no Advantage what- 
ever could be received from the Miniſtrations 
of Men and hence would follow more Apoſ- 
tacy and Prevarication in Religion, than have 
ever yet perhaps been obſervable. Knowledge 
has been the principal Bulwark of Cbhriſtiani- 
ty; and Wiſdom, which hath builded her Houſe 
Bere, has been the Bajis of the Reformation: 
and ſhall we therefore run back again into 
the Times of Ignorance and Barbariſm, and 
diſhonour Gop by rejecting the Gifts, and 
Endowments and Advantages that he has giv- 
en us? If we ſeek after true Religion, and 
would likewiſe be informed of the beſt Me- 
thods of pleaſing that Almighty Being, who 
will be our Rewarder, rather than d:/parage 
D the 
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the Inſtruments, whereby we are made wife 

to Salvation, we ſhall be thankful for them, 
ſhall employ every Acquiſition of Knowledge 
to the Confirmation of our Faith, as direct- 
ing us to the true and proper Diſtinctions be- 
tween Good and Evil, and think ourſelves at 
laſt in full Poſſeſſion of the only Law of Li- 
berty. | 
| © may be Time now in the laſt, Place to 
make a particular Application of the whole to 
our ſelves. | 
Me, who are here brought up to be Lead- 
ers of the, People by our Counſels, by our Know- 
ledge of Learning meet for the People, wiſe and 
eloquent in our Inſtructions, ſhould carefully 
and regularly make Ule of thoſe Means, which 
our Retirement and ſequeſter d Life here enable 
us to purſue ; at the ſame Time avoiding the 
Corruptions, and keeping ourſelves untainted 
with the Vices, and the too prevailing Taſte 
of the Age. If the Studies we are engaged in 
have not this Tendency, to aſſiſt us in the 
Exerciſes of Faith, Virtue and Knowledge, 
they are vain, might I not add, they are wzc- 
ked? The Choice of proper Books therefore 
is one of the principal Things to be regarded, 
leſt, inſtead of building up the Faith, we un- 
dermine and ſubvert it, inſtead of promoting 
Virtue, we hurt and ſhock it, inſtead of advan- 
cing Knowledge, we fink into Buffoonry, or give 
into the vain Deceit of Philoſophy Jaiſey 2 
called. Give me Leave therefore to enforce 


a Eccluf. 44. 4. 
the 


the Apoſtle's Advice of © giving all Diligence,” 
of employing all our Time in ſuch a Manner, 
as may every Day make us wiſer or better, of 
exerciſing our Minds daily in all rational En- 
quiries,. to prevent our being abuſed by falla- 
cious Sophiſtry, or, the Inſolence of Wit. 
Where the Opportunities of this Kind are 
fair, and the Advantages great, he that wil- 
fully deſpiſes or neglects them is like the Fool 
in SOLOMON, © a #bat hath a Price in his Hand, 
and wants an Heart to improve it. If the 
Mind of Man be diſregarded, like the Land, 
which, if not cultivated, produces only Briars 
and Thorns, who ſhall unravel the Intricacies 
of Science, who ſhall direct us in the Path of 
Truth, or who ſhall controul the Paſſions, 
and amend and reform the Heart ? if we uſe 
no Application of Mind, how ſhall we make 
ourſelves acquainted with the true Faith, and 
confirm and eſtabliſh others in it? or how 
ſhall we convince ourſelyes of the Inſufficien- 
cy of any Syſtem of Virtue, but that which 
ſtandeth ſure by the immutable Will of Gop, 
and the Sanction of his Rewards? or how 
ſhall we get Poſſeſſion of that Knowledge, that 
ſhall keep us from Infidelity on the one Hand, 
and Pręſumption and Enthufiaſm on the other? 
The Difficulties we may meet with might be 
a Reaſon againſt our engaging in theſe Studies, 
but they give us no Plea or Excuſe for Indo- 
lence. We are here furniſhed with every Rule 
of Criticiſm, every Help which the Mind may 


a Prov. 17. 16. 
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ſtaffd in Need of; which has enabled us to 
ſend forth thoſe, who by their Labours have 
illuſtrated every Article of Faith againſt the 
profane Mocker and Infidel, has raiſed in us 
the Credit of Or/hodoxy, and has made us a 
Bulwark againſt Hereſy and Schiſm ; and in 
ſo doing has preſerved in us the CnuRxch of 
ENGLAND, which, if it had not been ſup- 
Ported here, had been no more as to Eſſen- 
tials, and had exifted only in Name. In our 
Dijſcipline there is every Inducement, every 
Obligation to Virtue; we are here trained up 
in ſtrict Morality both in Syſtem, and in Prac- 
tiſe; the conſtant Exerciſes of religious Wor- 
ſhip are calculated to diſpoſe us habitually to 
Religion, at the ſame Time that the Way is 


open d by the Arts and Sciences to the At- 


tainment and Perfection of 
we deſpiſe theſe ſeveral Steps" 


"to Knowledge, 

that Elevatian of Soul, and that Solidity of 
Judgment, that reſult from a liberal Educa- 

tian? ſhall we not rather do all in our Pow- 

er, to make this our Sion the Foy of the whole 
Earth? and pray unto Gop to grant, that 

theſe Seats may continue, as they ever have 

been, unawed and unhurt by the Violence of 
Fanaticiſm, and the Tyranny of Superſtition ; 
both alike fatal to a Church founded on 

FaiTH, ViRTuvE and KNowLEDGE. 
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